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ABSTRACT 

This report, undertaken by the State Council of Higher Education in 
Virginia, intends to provide information on transfer students and identify obstacles 
faced by transfer students in order to create policy that will aid transfer students 
in the future. Key findings of the report are as follows: (1) transfer enrollments at 

public four-year institutions are not keeping pace with the number of students at two- 
year colleges who may plan to transfer; (2) a "2+2" model does not describe the 
majority of transfer students; (3) transfer activity on Virginia is a regional 
occurrence; (4) transfer rates for students who transfer to public institutions are 
lower that those for students who transfer to private institutions; (5) common 
characteristics of transfer students (age, academic load, finances) put these students 
at risk for not finishing their baccalaureate degree; (6) while dual degree programs 
have grown significantly in recent years for community college students, many students 
are having problems receiving credit for these courses at four-year institutions; and 
(7) earning excess credits and enrolling for a lengthened period of time at a two-year 
college level negatively impacts transfer students when they transfer to four-year 
institutions. After identifying the problems faced by transfer students, the report 
gives numerous suggestions for making the transition for transfer students a smoother 
and more successful experience. (Contains 19 tables.) (MZ) 



Reproductions supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made 
from the original document. 



7C t. 



SCHEV RESEARCH REPORT 



O 

ID 

On 

OO 

s 




Transfer 

in the Commonwealth 



PERMISSION TO REPRODUCE AND 
DISSEMINATE THIS MATERIAL HAS 
BEEN GRANTED BY 






TO THE EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES 
INFORMATION CENTER (ERIC) 



U S. UEPA.HIMENT OF education 
Office of Educational Research and Improvement 

EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES INFORMATION 
CENTER (ERIC) 

££ This document has been reproduced as 
received from the person or organization 

inaiir,: 

□ Minor changes have been made to 
improve reproduction quality. 

• Points of view or opinions stated in this 
document do net necessarily reprssem 
official OERI position or policy. 



June 2003 



STATE COUNCIL OF HIGHER EDUCATION FOR VIRGINIA 

ADVANCING VIRGINIA THROUGH HIGHER EDUCATION 



O 

ERIC 



0 BEST COPY AVAILABLE 



CONTENTS 



PREFACE i 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY ii 

INTRODUCTION 

National Context 1 

Understanding Transfer 

Defining Transfer Students 4 

The Transfer Process 3 

Transfer in Virginia 3 

This Report 5 

FINDINGS 

Context and Delimitations 

Context 6 

Delimitations 6 

The Transfer Population 

Total Numbers 7 

Age 8 

Academic Load 8 

Race/ethnicity 9 

Domicile 10 

Degree Holders/non- holders 11 

Transfer Activity 

Increasing Non- linearity 11 

Ongoing Regionality 12 

Relationship to Institutional Missions 13 

Admission and Access to Baccalaureate Degree Programs 

Acceptance Rates 14 

Transfer with/without Associate Degrees 15 

Transfer to Junior/non-junior Status 16 

Transferability of Credits 17 

Entree to Four- year Degree Programs 18 

The Academic Performance of Transfer Students 

Performance of Two-year College Students following Transfer ..20 

Graduation Rates of Transfer Students 21 

Efficiency in the Transfer of Credits 

Credits Earned via Early-College Programs 26 

Credits Earned while Completing the Associate Degree 27 

Time-to-degree for Associate Degree Students 28 

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

Transfer Students 30 

Four-year Institutions 31 

Two-year Institutions 32 

Overall Conclusions and Recommendations 33 

APPENDIX: Understanding How Credits Transfer 35 




3 



